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STARTDOCUMENT:

Conflict Issues Group

Room w.3.132

King Charles Street

London SW1A 2AH

14 September 2006
Channel 4 News

200, Gray’s Inn Road

London 

WC1X 8XZ

Dear Channel 4 News,
I refer to your letter of 16 August 2006 requesting information under the Freedom of Information Act. In your letter, you asked ‘how much the FCO had spent on private security firms (PSFs) engaged in conflicts - and peacekeeping operations - in both Iraq and Afghanistan’. I am replying to your request in my capacity as Open Government Liaison Officer for the Conflict Issues Group. 

You requested information from the period October 2001 in the case of Afghanistan and March 2003 in the case of Iraq.

You asked:

a)
How much has been spent by the FCO per financial year on PSFs since the initial start of the conflict. 

Iraq

May 2003 - March 2004: 
£19,121,598

April 2004 - March 2005: 
£45,765,639

April 2005 - March 2006: 
£47,818,682

April 2006 - June 2006: 
£8,766,917 

Afghanistan

April 04 – March 05: 

£2,085,000 
April 05 – March 06: 

£8,534,000
April 06 –August 06:

£4,650,000 
N.B. No private security firms were employed in Afghanistan prior to 2004.
a) How many separate forces these costs related to per year, e.g. PSF cost in Iraq in 2004/5: £500,000, number of PSFs used 10. 

Iraq

May 03 – March 04: 

2 
April 04 – March 05: 

2

April 05 – March 06: 

2

April 06 – March 07: 

2

Afghanistan

April 04 – Jun 06: 

2



July 06 – present: 

3

b) The name of each PSF used by the FCO. 

Control Risks Group

ArmorGroup

Kroll Security Group

Edinburgh Risk Security Management (ERSM)

In addition, the FCO also has a contract with ArmorGroup to provide International Police Advisors in Iraq. This contract is funded from the Global Conflict Prevention Pool (Iraq Strategy) and the costs to date have been: 

April 04 – March 05: 
£3,700,172 
April 05 – March 06: 
£8,417,242.80

April 06 – August 06: 
£3,331,102

For further information on private security companies, please visit the FCO website (www.fco.gov.uk). 

Please note that the information supplied to you continues to be protected by the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988. You are free to use it for your own purposes, including any non-commercial research you are doing and for the purposes of news reporting. Any other re-use, for example commercial publication, would require the permission of the copyright holder. Most documents supplied by the FCO will have been produced by government officials and will be Crown Copyright. You can find details on the arrangements for re-using Crown Copyright on the Office of Public Sector Information website at:

http://www.opsi.gov.uk/advice/crown-copyright/copyright-guidance/index.htm
Information you receive which is not subject to Crown Copyright continues to be protected by the copyright of the person, or organisation, from which the information originated. You must ensure that you gain their permission before reproducing any third party (non Crown Copyright) information.

In keeping with the spirit and effect of the Freedom of Information Act, all information is assumed to be releasable to the public unless exempt. The information we have supplied to you may now be published on our website together with any related information that will provide a key to its wider context.
If you are unhappy with the service you have received and wish to make a complaint or request a review of our decision, you should write to me.

If you are not content with the outcome of your complaint, you may apply directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision. Generally, the Information Commissioner cannot make a decision unless you have exhausted the complaints procedure provided by the FCO. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at Information Commissioner's Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire SK9 5AF.

Yours faithfully,
Timothy Less
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