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NOTICE NUMBER:  2005-107

DATE:  July 11, 2005

SUBJECT:  Congestion Charge Exemption

ORIGINATING OFFICE:  MGMT/MC – xx
APPROVING OFFICE:  MGMT/MC – xx

This Administrative Notice makes reference to Admin Notice 2002-275 of November 8, 2002, which described the impending February 2003 London Congestion Charging Scheme and advised of the obligation of Embassy staff to pay the charge.

It is with significant personal pride that I can advise all mission staff that on July 11, 2005, the Department of State in Washington and the Management office of our Embassy presented diplomatic note 2005/060 advising the UK government of our conclusion that the congestion charge is a tax and that consequently, the Embassy and its diplomatic and administrative and technical staff have been instructed to cease paying congestion charges effective July 12, 2005.   This is welcomed news to our nearly three-year campaign to gain exemption from this tax.

Henceforth, all accredited US mission personnel are to cease paying the congestion charge as well as any subsequent fines or penalties (for infractions after July 11) that they receive from Transport for London (TfL) or other City of London entities for failure to pay the congestion charge.  Locally engaged staff,  including American citizen staff, are to continue to comply with UK law and pay the congestion charge.  

Notwithstanding the Department of State’s instruction to cease paying the congestion charge, it is likely that some weeks will transpire before TfL discontinues fining mission vehicle owners and drivers for failure to pay the charge to drive their privately-owned vehicles (POVs) as well as our government-owned fleet (GOVs) into or within the charging scheme zone.   We advise staff to whom a penalty notice or fine is sent to forward said notice to the Management office, which will return it to the TfL or other UK issuing office under the attached covering letter.   You may wish to keep a copy of the attached letter in your vehicle.

One further extremely important issue: roving TfL wardens routinely search, both in and outside the zone, for vehicles with outstanding congestion charge payments and fines and routinely boot an infracting vehicle.  In rare instances, TfL may tow such vehicles to a depot.   We can not insure against the no booting and/or towing of vehicles whose embassy owners, for security reasons, have substituted their vehicle’s ‘D’ or ‘X’ license plates with normal UK license plates.   In conversation with TfL, no method exists to advise TfL roving wardens that a vehicle displaying regular UK license plates is in fact owned by a diplomat or A&T staff member and is not subject to being booted and/or towed.   Any signage or notification would nullify the purpose for using ghost plates.  Consequently, accredited staff must weigh the security advantages offered by ‘ghost’ regular license plates against the risk of having their regular licensed vehicle booted and/or towed.  Owners who decide to retain on their POV regular UK license plates or switch to such license plates are strongly requested to pay the congestion charge in order to avoid the risk of their vehicle being booted and/or towed.  The Embassy is unable to reimburse staff for any fine or cost associated with the booting or towing of privately owned vehicles.
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