
Channel 4 NFL Request for Proposals for Production Season 2014-2015 

Channel 4 is the birthplace of televised American Football in the UK and is now looking for a 

production partner to work across its NFL output in 2014-15. The contract is made up of a mixture of 

types of programming and as such requires a wide range of skills from the successful candidate. As 

the sole FTA terrestrial broadcasting partner of the NFL in the UK, the totality of the programming 

has to show exceptional production values, excellent knowledge of the sport across your production 

team and imaginative solutions to both technical and editorial challenges. For both Channel 4 and 

the rights holder, ambition and creativity are key.  

Overview: 

Channel 4 has the rights in relation to the following NFL content during the 2014-2015 season: 

1) Sunday Night Football – 17 Regular Season Live games to be played at c. 01.30 AM (except 

week 43 - 00.30 AM).  

2) International Series Games – 3 Regular Season Live games to be played at Wembley at the 

following times and dates:  

Sunday September 28th Miami Dolphins @ Oakland Raiders Kick-off 6pm 

Sunday October 26th Detroit Lions @ Atlanta Falcons Kick-off 1.30pm 

Sunday November 9th Dallas Cowboys @ Jacksonville Jaguars Kick-off 6pm 

3) Super Bowl – Live coverage on Sunday February 1st from the game in Phoenix, Arizona Kick-

off 23.30PM 

4) Highlights Show – 17 weekly 1 hour highlights shows in a slot TBC 

5) Play-off highlights – 3 One hour highlights shows on a Monday night on the 6th, 13th and 20th 

of January.  

6) Hard Knocks – reversion 5 episodes for TX  

 

The Challenges: 

Live Coverage: 

There are 21 live games to be produced across the season. Sunday night games are from a studio of 

your selection, Wembley games are on-site, as is the Super Bowl. Each strand has different 

challenges due to the time of day and available / target audience. In your document show your 

understanding of those challenges and what that might mean for the content.  

Assume a 30 minute build-up to each kick-off. Please provide a running order for the build-up to the 

Cowboys @ Jacksonville game to be held on Sunday November 9th – for information regarding pre-

match activities in the stadium, please use the contacts below. The Wembley games and the Super 

Bowl should be approached as event TV and not just a sports fixture.  

Please provide a section on each of these unique properties. Set out your presentation style, content 

ideas, digital interaction and technical delivery plans.  



Highlights / Magazine show: 

 

The NFL is a fast-paced, unpredictable, high-octane sport with superstar players, dramatic storylines 

and outstanding US broadcast coverage, including unprecedented access to the participants. 

 

How do we most effectively use a weekly highlights show to present the best of the NFL to bring in a 

new audience and to satisfy existing fans of the sport. Probably aired early in midweek (Monday or 

Tuesday night), the show must build drama, provide context to the action and combine  the values 

of the best network sports highlights shows with creative, engaging storytelling. 

 

Please submit your ideas of how you can create that weekly highlights show and help to grow the 

NFL audience on Channel 4. Please illustrate any examples you have of creating similar 

highlights/magazine content successfully. Your ideas should incorporate presenter, studio, music, 

format etc. 

 

If you need information on the footage available you can submit questions through the NFL contacts 

below, specifically Nick Pike.  

 

Play-off Highlights: 

At this point in the season, all roads lead to the Super Bowl. There are 3 shows which are likely to TX 

on the Monday evening following the weekend’s games.  Please provide a proposition of how these 

will drive viewers to the main event whilst reflecting the excitement of knock-out sport. These 

programmes could be either studio based or off-tape bearing in mind the tight turnaround.  

There are 4 games on Wildcard weekend; 4 games on Divisional Championship Weekend; 2 games 

on Conference Championship Weekend.  

Talent:  

Please submit your suggestions for talent across all programming. Presenters, voice-overs etc 

Technical: 

Across all strands please include your technical delivery solutions as well as creative. For information 

on delivery to Channel 4 please talk to Barny Connell. Please speak to the NFL with regard to 

accessing the broadcast feeds from the USA and any costs associated with doing so. 

Digital:  

Extension of NFL programming through Digital:  

We have rights to live streaming of the broadcast and VOD. Additionally further content may be 

secured through agreement with the NFL. Outside of this we still need to be creative around this 

sport to extend its engagement. 



 

- The NFL has an active online fanbase well served by nfluk.com – what differentiated digital 
content can you create that will work to engage existing viewers and help to acquire new 
ones ?  

- The NFL’s opinionated and tribal fanbase is very active in Social Media. How will you bring 
that content into the broadcast in an innovative and meaningful way?  

- How will you manage social media platforms outside of the broadcast windows?  
 

Both the London Games and the Super Bowl provide opportunities to reach a larger audience than 

our usual live football – how can we capitalise on these through digital? 

Costs for digital should be submitted as a separate budget from the TV broadcast production. 

Channel 4 are happy to see proposals from TV production companies with digital specialisms or 

from partner companies.  

Budget: 

You should submit detailed budgets for each area of the programming requested above which 

covers all of the proposals set out in your bid document.  Please call Hayley Thornton for an 

indication of the available funding for the project and any further information you require.  A final 

budget will be agreed with the successful candidate once a detailed editorial specification has been 

agreed. 

Regionality:  

Please provide details supporting whether the coverage might qualify as a regional production for 

OFCOM purposes and, if so, indicate which of the three regional requirements might be met and 

which region the project could be allocated to, in accordance with the Ofcom regionality 

requirements.  

 

 

Contacts:  

Editorial, Channel 4, Jamie Aitchison 0207 306 8291 

Finance, Channel 4, Hayley Thornton 0207 306 8433 

Legal and Business Affairs, Channel 4, Penny Mills 0207 306 5184 

Operations Manager, Channel 4, Barny Connell 0207 306 8601 

 

 



NFL UK:   

0207 534 0030 

Managing Director, Alistair Kirkwood  

Director of Public Affairs, David Tossell 

Marketing Director, Mark Killingley 

Digital Media Manager, Nick Pike 

Format of Submissions: 

Please submit no more than twenty sides of A4, outlining your  proposals for the coverage and 
taking the overview and challenges set out above into account. 

Please ensure that your proposal contains a statement that you have read and agree to the terms 

and conditions set out below as we will be unable to review any proposals without this. Please 

also note that your idea must be original, owned by you and free from any third party interests.  

Deadlines: 

Please provide your submission by 18.00 on Monday 16th June 2014 via email to Jasmine Hayer – 

jhayer@channel4.co.uk. If we decide that your proposal has potential and that you have the 

requisite experience to produce our NFL coverage, we will invite you to an interview. This will 

provide us with an opportunity to ask you further questions and discuss your vision for our NFL 

coverage with us face to face.  It will also be an opportunity for you to ask us questions.  We will also 

run through your proposed budget. 

We will hope to notify all interested parties in writing by Wednesday 25th June as to whether a 

proposal has been selected to move forward to interview stage and to have interviews the week 

beginning Monday 30th June.  

Any changes to any deadline dates will be posted on the Channel 4 website. 

We will consider propositions with regard to individual parts of the contract 

In the meantime we would be grateful if you would treat any discussions that take place between us 
as confidential. 

Following interview we may decide to create a further stage at which point we may request a more 

detailed budget and discuss your ideas in greater detail.  However, we will keep you fully informed 

regarding any further requirements we may have prior to making a final decision.   

For your information, we are aiming to make a final decision on or around the week commencing 

Monday 7th July 2014. 

We look forward to receiving your proposal. 



 


