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	PROJECT PLAN – LOST GENERATION SCHOOLS COMPETITION
Key Stage 3 / Key Stage 4  Age 11–16

Scottish Level E,F,SG,NQ



	SUBJECT
History



	CURRICULUM LINKS

Speaking and listening, referencing skills, reading and writing

 

	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
Young people should learn:

· To understand the nature of WW1 and its impact on soldiers and their families and to understand that twentieth-century conflicts involved civilians as well as the military.

· To research and summarise information for use in group discussion 

· About the impact of world events upon ordinary people 


	LEARNING OUTCOMES
·  To create a PowerPoint, Word or website presentation, structured by the practitioner but including content created and researched 
by learners.

·  To create materials that encompass the spirit of WW1,
both at home and abroad.

	TEACHING & LEARNING STRATEGIES

· Speaking and listening for audio learners

· PowerPoint and other images for visual learners

· Group/whole class activities for Kinaesthetic learners

Please ensure staff delivering this session have visited the website www.channel4.com/lostgeneration prior to the session. It is a site full of rich resources and staff will want to make themselves familiar with the materials, to best advise their learners.



	RESOURCES / MATERIALS

Internet

PowerPoint, Word or web-building software
A1 sized paper for timeline activity



	DIFFERENTIATION 

This activity is differentiated by outcome. Practitioners may wish to consider how learners are grouped, and if peer support is appropriate.
 

	ASSESSMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

By outcome. There are opportunities to assess speaking and listening (cross curricular) but practitioners will be able to assess learners’ knowledge and understanding of this period by outcomes, whether created on paper or audio tape.


	ICT
Opportunities exist to visit memorial websites and to look for poetry by such greats as Wilfred Owen and Siegfried Sassoon. ‘Dulce Et Decorum Est’ is a fine example. www.warpoetry.co.uk/owen1.html


	OTHER CROSS-CURRICULAR LINKS 
English – speaking and listening.

Drama – for the freeze frame activity.



	HOMEWORK

Activity one
Learners should be tasked to find out about their own family’s connection with the First World War, learners could interview a grandparent or an elderly person. Ask learners to bring in any relevant photos, letters or stories.

Activity two
Learners may wish to also write a diary entry, based on a Wilfred Owen poem, illustrating an ability to empathise with how soldiers must have felt, to be away from home and in a battle situation. Was it as romantic as they thought, when they ‘joined up’?



	3 STARTER IDEAS:

Starter ideas using WW1 poetry

As the focus of this task is to create a PowerPoint, Word or website presentation, it would be an excellent start, to head a slide with the name of any chosen poem and to quote learners’ comments on the first slide.  The aim is to have learners consider what soldiers must have felt, when they were far from home and in a terrible battle situation.

‘Mental Cases’ by Wilfred Owen

Search online for a copy of ‘Mental Cases’ by Wilfred Owen, and use some notes as set out on the web page, to contextualise the poem.

Questions might include:

· Why ‘drooping tongues’?

· How would young men have felt, to be away from X? (Insert name of town/village/city)

· Can you imagine what it must be like to visit a hospital, where all the young men have grown old and tormented?

· Is war a glorious thing?
‘The Soldier’ by Rupert Brooke 
Visit www.channel4.com/ww1learnmore and click on ‘Introduction to First World War Poetry’. Opt to look at Rupert Brooke’s poem ‘The Soldier’ and ask pupils to respond to the first verse. 

 - How does the poem make them feel? 
 - Do they think Brooke was prepared to die for his country? 

Pupils may wish to draw the scene, which could be photographed/scanned and embedded in a PowerPoint slide, webpage or added to a Word document.
Starter ideas using WW1 Imagery

Visit www.channel4.com/ww1learnmore and click on Art of the First World War to find Max Beckmann’s artwork, Die Operation (The Operation), 1914. Also read the narrative, which accompanies the piece. This might be achieved by projecting the website or by asking learners to visit this site. Learners could also be encouraged to look at other artworks. The comments of learners could be presented on a PowerPoint slide, along with the image.

Visit www.channel4.com/ww1learnmore and click on Photos of the Great War, selecting one to write a few sentences about. 

 - What would they ask the people in the photos? 
 - What does the picture make them feel? 
 - What does the picture show?

Learners should spend 5 minutes choosing an image and either save it or print it. Then, they should spend 5 minutes writing about the image.

Starter idea using WW1 Facts

Ask learners to visit www.channel4.com/lostgeneration to find out any three facts about WW1. Learners might be given an open remit or a focus topic, such as

 -  Winston Churchill
 - The trenches
 - Hospitals
 - Life at Home etc. 

PowerPoint slides, Word documents or webpages might contain such information, presented as ‘Amazing WW1 Facts’
MAIN ACTIVITY IDEAS:

Once learners are comfortable with the context, as presented through the starter activities, practitioners should ask learners to start working on their presentation in groups of between 3-6. Groups can approach the presentation in a variety of ways, the ideas below are just suggestions.

Main Activity Idea 1 - Adopt a Tommy

Learners could expand on the homework task, of conducting research about their own family’s connection with WW1. 

They could work in groups of 3-5 to search for any relatives they knew fought and died in WW1 alternatively they could randomly search a particular name (see ‘How to Search for a Tommy’ in the notes section below).  Between them, learners may wish to choose the most interesting person they ‘found’ and create the PowerPoint/Word/website presentation around this character. 

Learners could use the tools available on www.channel4.com/lostgeneration to help uncover the story behind their Tommy e.g.
· What regiment did he belong to? 

· Where did he fight? Where was he from? 

· What was his uniform like? 

· What was he doing before the war? 

· What kind of background did he come from? 

· What would he have felt like – what would he have seen? 

· What might he have written home?

· How far was he from home?

· How old was he when he left to fight?

If the Tommy is a relative the students could potentially bring in photos or letters that could be scanned in to or transcribed into the presentation. 
Idea 2 – Adopt a Memorial

Learners could work in groups of 3-5 and search for interesting memorials either locally or nationally (see ‘How to Search for a memorial’ in the notes section below).   Alternatively the practitioner could nominate a specific memorial – the practitioner may also wish to visit and photograph the memorial in advance of the lesson.

Learners could use the tools available on www.channel4.com/lostgeneration to help uncover the story behind their memorial e.g.

· What regiment did the soldiers belong to? 

· Where did they fight? Where were they from? 

· What were their uniforms like? 

· What kind of background may they have come from? 

· What might they have felt like – What would they have seen? 
· What might they have written home?
· How far were they from home?
If Learners discover that the details of their local memorial are incomplete or not listed on the Lost Generation database, they may wish to visit the memorial and upload the missing information.

Additional presentation ideas

Audio

Learners may also wish to record a one-minute audio piece (that can be added into PowerPoint, along with a simple image), they feel captures life at home without a young man OR that captures life in battle. Don’t forget the background noises! Babies crying, if a soldier has left a young wife at home, bombs going off, cries, the milkman leaving bottles of milk…

Art

Learners may also wish to draw scenes of young men leaving home, signing up, fighting, and dying and of the worried families at home. This is not simply an opportunity to draw ‘blood and guts’!! Learners should empathise with young men. Learners should then spend a little time feeding back to the class about their images and ideas. They could visit www.channel4.com/ww1learnmore and click on Art of the First World War to compare their ideas of what it must have been like, with the artists who depicted scenes at the time of WW1.

Historical Facts

Ask learners to work in small groups and to visit www.channel4.com/ww1timeline Learners should then be asked to click on each year from 1914-1918 and to select three key events from that year. Then, these events should be written onto a timeline (on a sheet of sugar paper), with a total of 15 events. Groups should then move around the learning environment, to see what events other groups have decided are the most significant.  These significant events could be included as part of the presentation. 

PLENARY IDEAS:

Ask learners, as a plenary, to spend 5 minutes in groups creating a ‘freeze frame’ that captures the essence of WW1. Keep the remit as open as possible, to ensure learners express themselves freely. Learners may wish to spend a little time looking at images on the website, to gather ideas.

Learners might wish to spend 5 minutes in a group, writing a piece about WW1. It might be poetry or prose but keep time limits strict! Inspiration can be drawn from the words and images on the website. Learners may wish to use key words, to search for specific ideas, such as trenches, War memorials or Somme

Learners may wish to draw their plenary, summarising the lesson, and feed back to learners.

All of the above could be captured on tape/digital camera and can form the summary slide to the PowerPoint/Word/website presentation.

COMPETITION INFO:

**Always direct learners to the competition and remind them of the criteria – use PowerPoint, Word or web-building software, use sound and images but be sparing about the size of the presentation if you intend on submitting it via email, as it should be no more than 5Mb. (Images do not need to be more than 72dpi).  Presentations over 5Mb should be sent on disk to Channel 4, visit www.channel4.com/lostgenerationlearning for full address details.

Also remind learners that the presentation should be clearly structured, with a beginning, middle and an end. If learners wish to include a written narrative, to go with their PowerPoint slides, they can use the ‘Notes’ part of the presentation software. Please avoid trying to put everything onto PowerPoint slides – less is more! Allow the learners’ work to present itself.

· Information about the schools competition can be found on www.channel4.com/lostgenerationlearning
· The deadline for submitting entries is 31st March 2006

NOTES: 

How to Search for a Tommy

1. Visit www.channel4.com/lostgeneration 
2. Click on ‘search names/memorials’ (left hand side)

3. Click on ‘Find a Person’.  

Learners can opt to search for a person by surname but might wish to find out the initials of the person they are searching for. For example, if you search simply on ‘Smith’, you get a list of 3029 men! If you refine the search b entering the initials ‘A S’, 6 names are returned.

Once a list of names has been returned to the learner, s/he may wish to do an Advanced Search. This will allow them to refine the search, if they have additional information, such as the rank and regiment the soldier was serving in.

Learners should be encouraged to upload the factual information they uncover about their Tommy on to the Lost Generation site.

How to search for a memorial
1. Visit www.channel4.com/lostgeneration 
2. Click on search names/memorials (left hand side)

3. Click on ‘Find a Memorial’.  
Simply enter the name of the town, such as Colchester, and a list of memorials will be returned (34 in this case). It will help if learners know the name of the specific memorial or if they know where it is sited, they could identify it from a local map. So, if a learner clicks on ‘St Peter’s Church Memorial WW1’, not only will the street (North Hill) be returned, but a map reference will too. Learners can then decide if they wish to visit the memorial and to take photos to upload on to the site.

Learners should be encouraged to upload the factual information they uncover about their memorial on to the Lost Generation site.










