ZenTV

Coldcut innovator Matt Black and AV artist
Juxta formed ZenTV as an AV act on the
ninjatune zentv tour to promote the dvd of
the same name. Since then they have taken
the idea and run with it bringing a fresh take
on the audiovisual mashup, remixing music
videos, TV, animation and movies on the
the fly they create a seamlessly tight
rollercoaster experience that rocks the
dancefloor and dazzles the senses. Bootleg
stylee video mixes that bring in r'n’b, rock
and reggae, pop, punk and politics. Using
the latest kit - unique computer tools like
Camart’s revolutionary VJamm2 software,
scratchable DVD dex by Pioneer and
Coldcut's invention of the AV DJ mixer -
this is cutting edge 21st century
zentertainment that signposts the future of
club culture and defines a new type of
electronic art you can dance too.

ZenTV LIVE

ZenTV are playing live @ the Coronet,
London December 4th and in Belfast, Derry
and Dublin in February. Check
www.ninjatune.net/live for future events.
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ZenTV —

This is the method we use to create our live audio visual show, it is a
flexible modular approach that enables us to quickly change our sets
and also remix them live in response to the audience and our mood.

The software required for this method is Ableton Live 4, Sony Vegas 5

and Camart VJamm 2.5xx. A midi loop back system such as midiyoke
will also need to be installed on the performance computer. A intermediate
competence level in all this software is advised for following the tutorial.

System requirements for performances of this type are high, especially
for laptops which should be in the region of :

3Ghz processor

512MB RAM

128MB dedicated graphics RAM

a decent sized hard drive

a high resolution display (preferably 1600x1200)

For a detailed list of our performance equipment click here

A different performance technique is possible with a lower powered
computer which | shall touch upon later.

As an example of our technique | will refer to a mix from the end of one
of our live sets, this is a live video bootleg mix of the White Stripes ‘7
nation army’ and the acapella of Coldcut featuring Lisa Stansfield ‘People
hold on’ and as every bootleg mix needs a bootleg title, this one is ‘7
people army’. You will want to find different tracks to mix together to suit
your style of play but the principles are the same. The overall aim will be
to create a mix that works musically, with the tracks playing off each
other with the video composited in an interesting way.

The first component of the audiovisual mix and the most critical to get
right is the audio mix, our work is aimed at the dancefloor and therefore
needs to work as a musical piece.
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The audio mix

figl

If the audio of the videos you have are part of the
video file (as is usually the case) or if they are
mp3’s you will need to save them as wav files.

Open Ableton Live, set the bpm of the mix -
certain bpms are traditionally better for video
tho this is less important now (here’s why) - and
then import your first wav. We are starting with
the White Stripes because that will form the
musical basis of the mix.

In the clip inspector ‘warp’ the song and then
start using the warp markers to quantise the
music, this is especially important with live
musicians because they are always ‘loose’. The
technique we use is to select a 2 bar loop and
move the warp marker to the heavy transient (the
beat) before moving along to the next 2 bars
(fig1). When this process is complete listen to
the tune with and without the metronome to see
if you are happy with the timing and also the feel
of the track.

Next make multiple copies of the clip and set up
loop point around sections of the song which you
are interested in, as one would do normally making
a live mix, for instance in (fig2) | have 2 bar loop
around a section of the song where the guitar
and drums are playing the main riff. This is the
area | will sit the Lisa S. acapella on later.

fig 2



























